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many loved companions of youth. In 1826 his mother
died, and the long and most affectionate correspondence
which had lasted from the early Celbridge days came to
an end. Never indeed was her image to fade from his
memory. To the last it was to remain with him,
undimmed by distance or by time, coming to him in
weary hours of trouble and disappointment, of glory and
success; and as at his side in battle he always wore his
father's sword, so in his heart he carried the memory of
his mother, whose " beauteous face seemed to smile upon
me," he tells us, in the most anxious moments of his
Scindian warfare.

In 1830 Napier's Ionian service came to an end.
He was recalled. It was the old story. Multiplied
mediocrity had beaten individual genius. It is not
only inevitable, it is even right that it should be so;
for by such heating and blowing in the forge of life is
the real steel fashioned which has flash and smite in it
sufficient to reach us even through the tomb.